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The value of t.:e Rome Book, by Dr. 
3, R. Wilson, lo the cause of Free- 
thoughl. is amply demonst rated by 
the many comments made upon It by 
the Freethought press of America 
and the numerous comm.-ndatory let- 
ters that are coming In from Free- 
thought publications over the land. 

The* Blade has urged from time to 
time the necessity of securing a wider 
distribution of this book as a mission- 
ary undertaking for it is well eaten, 
lated to open the eyes of the orthodox 
wherever one can be found with emir 
age enough to read it. The book ought 
to have another edition and then an- 
other for It is complete, unanswerable 
and will stand as an Important part of 
American lite, atur,-. 

If there are any Fn Chin Iters who 
have uot read the book, or are in 
doubt concerning its merits let them 
read wiiat the press and the people 
in the foUowtng 




of the Blue Grass Blade, 1 I Lexlngti ■, 
Ky. 

Dr. Wilson* was one of the few 
Americans in attendance at the Inter- 
national Freethought Congress t si 
convened In the City of Rom* Italy. 
September II, 1004, and this book con 
tains an account of that Congress am! 
of the writer's travels elsewhere din- 
ing that trip. 

Books of travel are not always as 
original and striking as is this .no. 
Dr. Wilson has succeeded In relating 
the story of what he saw and heard, 
ami In conveying to the reader his im- 



publications are. 

Dr. WIIbod seems to have looked 
through his own eyes at what he saw: 
likewise he listened with his own ears 
at what he heard, and then of It all he 
wrote the impressions thus created In 
his mind. 

From Higher Science. 

Dr. John It. Wilson, of Cincinnati. 



this 



, Is 



mental slavery of •UperstltiOI and Lhi 
physical slavery of capitalism than 
any other one person on ihls continent. 
I first rememli. I bin in the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court at Cincinnati, fighting in 
defense of the late Editor C. 0. M DTi 
of the Blue Grass Blade, who had the 
habit of telling too much trttUi iboui 
"our dear heavenly father'" and "our 
blessed savior' to suit the religious 
bosses. As you remember, he was 
pe w wi l t ed lor ■ kmj time and w al t« 

the Ohio States prison for two years, 
but was filially rOMMd DJ Dr. WH- 
son's na tiring energy ;>"<l anility as n 

liberal advneale 

Dr. Wilson was elected PPOOldOBl of 



the 



• P11I01 



and later President of the National 
Liberal Party— now the American 
Freethought Association. Paring liti 
term of office as President of the latter 
body he was sent as American dele- 
gate to represent us at the Interna 
tlonal Liberal Congress, held at 
Rome in September. 1904, and or 
which he has written I most interest- 
In-. Wilson is still a young man of 
force and energy and it Is to be Imped 
that Freethinkers will see to It that 

his great ability win hereafter be kept 
busily employed i„ travel and pobtsah- 
In*. To those she eaa not afford to 

buy his works, let luc say you can 
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it. n e In 1904, a%d Us chapters on 
"How Pagan Rofje Became Christian 1 ' 
an 1 ''lunches ■ Rome.' T e book 
c( 111 Mns a good portrait of the author, 
which adds nmc4 t'j Its value to the 
i ctor's hesta of admirers among the 
Llberali of America. Not having yet 
finished my reading of the book, I hope 
to be able to speak of it a; greater 
length at some time In the near fu- 
ture. The author, in his preface, says 
of r.is aims: 

' 1 have aimed to hold the mirror up 
to nature, giving the reader a glimpse 
of sea and sky. of snnshlnp and storm, 
f mountain and valley, of landscape 
and city, of agriculture and manu- 
facture, of iilstory and biography, of 
architecture and ruin, of government 
and church of poetry and art, of 
science and progress, of ihe moral and 
social condition!, and of all these do- 
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Cincinnati. f>hio. well known 
prolific and 1 versatile writer of pro- 

m iinced brilliancy comes a new vol- 
ume. He was the representative at 
the Rome conven ti on in 1904 of the 
National Liberal Party, and lias not 
only given expression to his experi- 
ences while acting as a delegate tc 
this convention, bal has also narrated 
Ufa Impression of civic and moral 
conditions In different cities of Eu- 
rope visited by him. Also his crltl- 
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canvas and in marble and architecture 

From Tomorrow. 

One of the nost valuable contribu- 
tions to recent freethought literature 
Is "A Trip to Rome." by Dr. I. B. Wil- 
son, of Cincinnati, James E. Hughes. 
Lexington Ky., publisher. 

The book contains 350 pagees, is 
well bound, and gives a full account 
of Dr. Wilson's trip to the Holy City 
as President and American delegate 

to the first great International Free 

Thought Congress, wl ich convened In 
Rome. September 21. 1904. 

Dr. Wilson has spared no pains In 
Ml effort to take 1] Is friends with him 



WITH 

ITS SWEET LAUCH 



Even a Little Child Shall Lead Them 
Into the Path of Right Doing and 
Wholesome Moral Virtue To 
Useful Life. 



(BY HELEN H. PLC LLBRICK. ) 
Hoar Brother and Sister Freethinkers 
and Socialists: 
Alter ■ long struggle— some twenty- 
live years— with theological subter- 
fuges for morality, later with a brlif 
but severe struggle with the political 
forces which employ these subterfuges 
to entrap the people, I have discovered 
the secret of Lie whole chi 
lure Is a little word of three 

back In the "beginning! 
U o much elaboration I want 
you (as our Spii itu.i!i>t 
friends day) that Instead of trying to 
add my groaning protest 
inei easing wees of 
meUM only the mighty- 
en d of the social 
Itself Insures the fall, 
my hand at. teaching a really and truly 
Sunday School taking up all three of 
he branches of t.e freedom 
ment Freethought, Socialism and the 
true morality between the sexes, 
have but one pupil that 

It is a bright eyed, live, earnest 
reasoning little girl of eight years 
who claims ancestry- 
house from the 
ttck that came 
(lower for the rlgiit to think, 

We are several degrees freer 
than then, but, it seems there Is 
sic in the air today portending other 
revolutions, possibly more 

Review. 

B s w n j ou, f ,f is * Possibility of begin- 

teaching of the 
Ing the principles of Social!: 
building up and promise) adi 
tearing down of the old capit 
orthodox falsehood, mlg.it be bread 
Ud inclusive enough to put down the 
opposition to moral teachings on new 
'•asls and insure a certain degree of 
ha-mcnlous reasoning even in the hot- 
bed of orthi 
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BEWARE 



women wll take the puniic touching of 
children out of the hands of minis- 
ters anil tile church, and 'each it from 
a •ruthful basis. 1 see no hope for 
martyred men, till woman's reason, 
backed by courage comes to the rescue wevtalsd In Wo.-., el Nat.onal K.,orm 
Am 1 mistaken? ! Aneslattew Whicn Is Again Try 

Cor. Amabel and Dayton avenue, Los ! ng To Get «od In Federal 

Angelen Cal. Constitution. 



Tut CLOVEN FUUT 



THE VALUE OF 

ORGANIZATION 

A Few Words of Encouragement From 
the National Organizer of the 
. Church of 



thrcug. experience, observation and 
investLati, a, it is now disc vered by 
a few *>ople that all Gods, D. vlls ami 
Holy phosts are fabulous beings, 
heaven an I hell myths and death the 
termination of conscious life. 

Those people are now writing In 
the CHurch of Humanity to enable 
them to promulgate their discoveries 
and hand them down to their pi rter- 
ftp, that ma> be saved from Idolatry 
thereby. 

On Jan mry 1, 1907, L.e church had 
141 members. Many of the Blade 
readers are among the number. 
Of then, shi ill I be. 

The fii.-t 1 .000 members will be the 
fi tinders and charter members of this 
church. I shall then call a national 
deleget? convention of the church to 
formally organize and incorporate it. 

The^balanoe of the Blade reader? 
should 'sei/., ihis opportunity to unite 
with Usis society at once. 

Pleas- copy the following applica- 
tion fcjr membership and answer all 
bfce qupsti. ns corr otly. Then forward 

In^rSf .close U ,for Jerttfloate <-f- 
graduation In the knowledge of God. 
and life membership in the Church of 
Humanity. Name, address age. sex. 
occupation, nationality, language, pre- 
vious church?" 

Add 25 cents lor a year's subsc-ip- 
tion to the church paper. "The Truth 
About God." Address all to t. ■ inter- 
national Orgnnlnsr, W. H. Kerr. Great 



CORRESPOND,. o,E UPBLIShEO. 

(CONTRlUL'iED.J 
With ihls 1 bend you a copy ot a 
letter rtceLeil by a BatghbOl 01 10. tie 
who wrote to i he Rsv. Wilbur F. 
1 'rails for liiformatloa an to the pur- 
pose of The National Keloiui Assooia- 
I ticn. 

I '1 he copy is the same words as thi 
original. One s .eet is the letter B* If 
and the other Is US le ading to it. 

The circular part hllnn|a in this 
open space at the top, but I could not 
conliue myself to their boundaries aud 
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aid 



to the legislature to submit an aun ail- 
ment bq the State Constitution tnat it 
may be changed so t. at the Sunday 
All laws may be mad, eotisituttonat. 
The whole clerical influence of the 



of the society which is elaborate- 
ly gtotttt Op and gives a long string 
of name of preachers who a-re officers 
Of the society. In the center of th« 

letter bead is a circle, descriptive of 

"Full Orbed Christianity" and shew- 
ing the "Divided Hemisphere." On 
one side Of the orb is printed t. e fol- 



experience will prove if I am right or! 
not. and in the mean time, for greater 



co-operation t 
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in Home, the titles of the union, 
chapters Lore given a splendid idea of 
what the reader may expect. 

Chapter I is entitled the Ocean Voy. 
ago, and then follow Stratford upon 

ivi a, London. Pari*, Dp t. ■ Raise, 

Switzerland. Italy. Venice. The 
Doges' Palace. Florence Rome, the 
Great Liberal Congress. How Pagan 
Home became Christian. Churches of 
Home, Naples. Pompeii and Capri and 



showing forth the ridiculous of the 
orthodox capturing proposition that 
takes away the rlglit to think (orhtos- 
dokeo) in oraer to hold us up and 
fleece cur pockets? I am sure many 
Of you will have clippings or a hu- 
morous nature, that can be read and 
recited, that Mil bring home the truth 
better than long harrangues, especially 
when given by trie children who have 
no political interests at stake. 

A select few of the most advanced 
th Inters (women thinkers) in the 
city are all ready to co-operate and 
supply a few more pupils. 

We shall show that children go to 
public school today to learn in the 
arithmetic t'.ie scientific methods of 
stealing which they must always fol- 



steal ; 



The 
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ivid display fur the benefit of his 
nndera and so Praa Thinker should be 
rlthool this book. 

From the Ingersoll Beacon. 
Dr. J. II. Wilson, of Cincinnati, has 
he thanks of the Ingersoll Beacon 
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We 



ive only read a part of 
It as yet, but this Is enough to con- 
strain us to say that It is an exception 
ally interesting and Inst mot |i e 
volume. We beespeik a large circula- 
tion for It and hope to soon have it on 
sale at the It, -aeon office 
Thaddeus B? Wakeman Reviews "A 
Trip To Rome." 
This Is the most real, vivid lively 
and evidently true book of European 

travel rsi oat Those rho begin H 
«-ill surely finish, and then feel that 
Dr Wilson has practically taken them 



(Continued on Page Four) 



they mu=,t loam this scientific stealing 
and become apt in it or become a 
OOnUDOa beggar. 

We shall call things by their names, 
look up roots of words and histories 
of words and try in every way to show 
the babies the truth by the natural 
•VOlntionary processes Possibly some 
of you can parody old time songs and 
occasion and the 
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r. We have for a part oi our wall 
decoration and lesson— fouodat ions, 
charts by T. B. Wakeman and, Lee tor 
Ward which nicely show the truth 
about evolutions of n lan ami religion. 
We also have donated a large cool 
and commodious room for our exclu- 
sive use. Cartooning of the orthodox 
falsehoods as well as the capitalistic 
robbery will be welcomed and grate- 
fully received as decorations for walls 
and to use as Illustrations to lessons. 

It seems to an oil teacher bj the 
public schools, nothing short of cow- 
ardice and folly for the socialistic and' 
fteailUWgBl women to hesitate to s'ep 
out boldly In Sunday School teaching 
of the truth, the whole truth and note- 
but the truth: but with a rare few- 
exceptions I find all women cowards 
' like to be led by the nose by their 



ROMISH 

EDITOR ON WOMEN 



Discusses the Dizzy Females of 
Biblical History and Pronounces 
Them As Wicked and Selfish. 
Just a Frank Statement. 

COMMENT ON ARTICLE 

BY A BLADE CONTRIBUTOR. 

1 BY E. H. IlI RNIIA.M.i 

One of our western newspapers 
says: 

The reading public has always 
though- of the venerable Judge Cough, 
editor of the Catolic Sentinel, as a 
chlvalr- us old chap, but the following 
from his paper will be apt to make 
many change their opinion: 
Bible Women. 

It Is a notable fact that all the 
women mentioned in the Bible were 
wicked and selfish. Eve forced Adam 
Into eating the forbidden rrtiit. Abra- 
ham's wife Sarah, first made her hus 
band Ueget ohiM-ei. on her hand 
maid, but when Isaac en born, to 
herself, she insist, ,] , | I M !lng Hazat 
and her child away into the TrllfHinisai 
in hojKs that they might die 

Rebeccah the wife of Is a; UM 

band, ami secure ihe blessing for her 
favorite Jacob's wife Rachel used to 
sell her husband by the night to her 
sister Leah, and when she was b i\ 
Ing her father's hoiise. she stole the 
old mans Oods. and bid tbssn In the 
camel furniture on which she sat and 
>ld a lie which put him off the scent 
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take notice, when they liml themselves 
in straight jackets and the clericals 
In control of the government. 

I hand you also a circular being 
distributed by the Seventh Dad Ad- 
ventists. 



Y01 



Vi.nrs for a better country and a 
••Uo I world here and now, 

11 H. B.ASSETT. Oeni Sec'y. 



HOW IT LOOKS TO 
A FREETHINKER 



Airsrican Press Toadies To the 
C iurch Wh le Partially Ignoring 
Mass Meeting In Name of 



(t)Y A PHiBND.) 
The following news Item, clipped 
MB the/ Boston Daily Post, of .lanu- 

try IB, under sppnprlata headlines, 
•ontalns intelligence that la very re- 
freshing and I am sure It will be read 
with Amp Internal by the patrons of 
the Blue Orass Hlade: 

"About 506 Italians at the North 
End nvt las- evening in I'nion Hall. 
114 Nort 1 street, and discussed at 
length the iecont controversy between 
the government and church in France. 
Addresses wove made by C. Cirino, 
Massarella, b. flanllia and F. Ven- 
ial, C. F. Clampa presided. 
TttO following isolation was trans- 
lated into French and will be handed 
b) lbs Prune) consul tor transmission 
' th< French minister of the interior: 
'Whereas, the Fn 
with the church and state s 
law has affirmed the right of free 
ih. nght shleo is s— nttal in redeem- 
ing humanity from superstition and 
prejudice. 

Whereas, by said law an obstacle 
been removed from the path of 
pr. gress which will replace dogmas 
with science; 

• Be it resolved, that we Italians of 
Boston In mass meeting assembled 
approve of tins action of France in 
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to Cod. Divine Fatherhood. Doctrinal 
Standards. Justification by Faith, The 
Minister's S-.cred Desk, The Salva- 
tion of Individuals. The Saviooship ol 
Jesus, the glory of Cod, Gifts to Chari- 
ties Heart Worship. The Lord's Dn\. 
Prayeriul Piety, !x>ok Up, Save Men. 
We. 

In juxtaposition as if implying 'h • 
opposite the above and which is ear 
talnly far superior, we read. Man. Hu- 
manity. Sociology. Love to Man, Hn 
man Rrotkerhooil. Kt. tical Standard- 
Justice to Employers. The Merchant s 
Socred Desli. Reg! ne-ation of Socieiy. 
The Kinship of Christ The Kingdom 
of Cod. (Sifts to Reform. Divine Serv- 
ice. Anno Domini Philanthropy. Lift 
l*p. Save Man. Vote. We. 

Ag for the letter it-elf it will speal 
In more forceful arguments than any 
[could make and It should warn all 
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Of the sloven foot which Is now dls 
played so openly. The letter reads. 
N6 Pennsylvania Ave., s. E.. Wash- 
ington. D. C. 

July 27. tflM. 

Mr 

Santa Calif 



del-standing the mafn purpose of the 
National Refi mo Association is to get 
the name of Cod into the Constitution 
of the United States. 

The Association also gives llvelv at- 
tention to the Sabbath and we believe 
that Dr. Wiley Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation, has recently published a 
valuable book giving the Sabbath 



mple.'" 

I the Pope held a mass ra 
Pansnll Hall and the "Cradle of Lib- 
«tj " was made to rock with bitter 
denunciation of t :e French govern- 
n 1 nt f. r Its Ectlon against the Cath- 
1 lies. Among the speakers was a 
Harvard prcfesgor, with a good Ameri- 
can nan .-. who, when he came on the 
its • . kissed 'he ring on the finger in 
Archblfhop Somebody . r other, ihe 
following day all the Boston dallies 

v. . extended n ports cf the meeting. 

:i 1 r hen. Hines made from their 
larger type. 

f resolutions t at hive the genuine 
ring of freedom and justice in them, 
'heir action is dtanooed of in the few- 
si possible words. 

To read the report of the Faneull 
Mall n ee ing one would he led to sup- 
rs as the American Catholics were a 
11.lt In support of the policy of the 
Pope, but a perusal of the article in 
tne current number of the N. A. Re- 
rl *, I Catholic priest." s.how us that 
such is not the case and that the 
schism in that Bhurci is wide and 
1 p m .1 in - lily daacsrons to the con- 
tinned an p re w ae y of the -Prisoner In 
tbS Vatican." It la very evident the 

aavea of Praetlmatht la working 
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ally reason will be aba guiding 
. 1 all tb. p.s.ple on tue earth. 



ORGANIZATION. 



POUNDBRfl and CHARTER M EM- 

BRM of the CHURCH 0V iir.M.w- 
ITY. All sin ujd be. For particulars 
tab the INTERNATIONAL orc.an- 
KBR, W. II. KERB. Ureal Bend. 
Kansas. Baclcae U cents for the 
church paper. 'The Truth About 
Cod." 
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ed to, send her back to .. 'ather, 
His slste- Miriam, the poote, ^abus- 
ed him until the Lord took pity on 
him and smote her with bprosv. on 
account of her bad t, DCU k Job's wife 
of the first water. 



Sabbath uvara with the exception of 
California. Idaho and the District of 
Columbia. We are doing all that we 
can to secure a proper law for this 
District, hut have been balked for 
many years by the Seventh Dav 
Adventls's H.OOa (1 r whom do more 
petitioning than twenty-six millions of 
Christians. The Wadsworth bill pass- 
ed the House this last session but It 
gives a mere fragment of a good Sun 
day law ebbing provision stores only. 
I Wa have been agitating the Allen ien * 
bill, copy of which we enclose. n fe ' 

For further Inforaattoa In regard to " iav 



the Issue of Deecember :!0th,on .lanu- 
ary 12th. which puts me two coplee 
short. I don't want to complain, but 
I would like you w, aid mall my paper 
as soon as pessible so that It will 
make different 01 nnoctlons and not be 
carried all around, I am always anx- 
paper 1 am sending yon 
ings by same mail. You 
ay Bams for one of the 
completed — 



FOPIN Mo GARLAND. 




THE BLUE GRASS BLAD E 

~>BbUdi«4 at UxinftOB, Ktntlicky. Irery Sunday 

1884. and «UUd by Ckarto* Chilton Moore up to 
hi* death. February 7, 1906. 



JAMES K HUGHES 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
By mail, postpaid, $1.50 per year, in advance. 
Trial aubacriptioD 16 cent, per month. 

fc^ssffarrafSMr- ...» ^ 



into more homos tliis year and lei it curry the 
pel of freedom and happiness t<> other", 
• • • • 

The very essentials of the Christ inn religion 'I 

pend Absolutely upon *• Inerrancy of the ieri 
tares, Revelation mid Miracle are both Meowm 

Id sappoH them Lacking intrinsic truth so-call< 
evidences it* adduced in behalf of the Esith whi< 



From their prayers to give the subject even the 

slightest thoUghl titty would soon convince theni- 

v, ivcs . » t" Hi.' fataity and absurdity of sueh a claim. 
As ;i Utter of ffict Christianity itself, with its 
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the latter. It contains nothing new and informs a 
Wondering world that the preacher, aforesaid, ilid 
it all through prayer. The featured artiele which 
it given with a picture of the aged convert, is sug- 
gestive that even in this day. the professors of 
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1st wh 




E SUBSCRIPTIOIMS to the Blade wiU be discontinued at 
the expiration of the term for which the *ubacnption 
haa been paid up in advance. The addreea slip on the 
paper will show lubscribera the date of expiration of 
aubacription. Back number*, or number* omitted will 
be tent if naked for, upon renewal in case of diacontin- 



iid. Frcethought is 
the natural recoil from one extreme to the other 
and it is the finality of philosophies] argument and 
deduction. 



Christian institutions and the slaves t 
ions creeds are being Balled upon to 
ray with suffering priests in Infidel Fr 

as when the people suffered at the han 
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rape 



(Mil 



i ha 



Weeping 



ami their sol) machine wouldn't 
•r dreamed of that hereafter 

c upon then with such avenging 

ml pfaytng will avail them not. 




THE CAUTIOUS AND STATIS TICAL CHRIST. 

There are a large number of people win. sxpr. w 

>\ ler ami astonishment why there should e<usl 

inch a wide-spread prejudice against erganliedh 
v and .leery it with vigorous earnestness. h 
Was n not John Boyle O'Reilly who once wrote: 



nen's minds from the days of 
that period where a little 
thought began to operate. Savage man did not un- 
dertake to explain the phenomena of the universe, 
I hat which he did not understand. Semi-savage 
man tried to account for it all and then he placed 
a god behind every clement in Nature. He did 
not knew what was meant by god hut it constituted 
the only answer of which he was capable. The 
ever-rolling billows of old ocean, the lightning's 
il.ish and the thunder's roar, the beauty of land- 
scape, the mountain peaks, the passion of love, war, 
conquest, music and song, all found expression 
through some hidden force which he designated as 
god, and with the inception of Christianity they 
blended all gods into one and afterwards divided 
this one into three to suit ecclesiastical purposes. 
Man was still in his IgnOMtJMM when Christianity 
entered the field, otherwise it would never have 
been taught 

It is no mere guess to say that man, and man 
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THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade ia at 68 West 
Short Street, Lexington, Kentucky, to which ail Free- 
thinker* will be given a hearty welcome. 

rHX BLADE i* entered at the Postoffice. at Lexington, Ken- 



On with the fight. 

• • • 

Universal Mental Liberty. 



Give the subject a thorough analysis. 

• • • • 

Human reason is the flaming torch of progress. 

All creeds must be tried and tested by conduct. 

• • • • 

The world demands that we try to be real men 

• • * • 

There is nothing but a vicious degradation in 
Christian charity. 

• • • • 

Never abridge th»equal right or privilege of any 
other person. 

Let your works shine so that the world may 
kuow what is in you. 

So shape your life that others may be better be- 
cause JTOn have lived. 

It is the duty of every man to be larger and bet- 
ter than his money. 

• • • • 

FreethoiiL'bt is a question of positive good and 
human usefulness to all. 

• • • • 

The Christian religion is left to become a monu- 
ment to envy and spite. 

• • • • 

America cannot continue as a republic and rise 
to the level of greatness unless orthodoxy and 

pauperism be eradicated. 

Some Xew York women announce that they will 
attempt the "alienee . ure.'' If kept up it is war- 
ranted to kill quickly and easily. 

• • • e 

It will Ion- be one of our national mysteries why 
bandits should insist upon holding up Pullman 
cars instead of going after the porters. 

• • • • 

An Illinois man sonunitted forgery that lie might 

maintain his "social positon." Now he is able to 

live up to all social demands without incurrng 
additional expo! 

The Swiss who claims to have sampled 1,788 
kinds of sausage, must have had more than one sit- 
ting, held a long, continuous session, or else tin 
beer was plentiful and unusually good. 

• • • • 

.Many are kept in poverty and want, sufferinf 
and shame, without hope or prospect of improve- 
ment, Umply because they do not understand to ap- 
preciate the difference between "1 am willing'' and 
"I will. " 

• • • • 

The people can agu in dream of peace. 
. v. lt is not going to take holy orders, the Jl 
not going to capture San Francisco and the Pope 
of Koine has launched another encyclical at the 

French Separation Jaw. 

• e e 

Victory does not roost on every banner that goes 
into mighty battle. Life is a continuous battle 
Many are crushed in the fight Few meet with 
great triumphs. Freethoughl is fighting a gallant 
fight, but whether it shall win or not depends upon 
the character and ability of the men who stale! 
behind its guns. 

• • • • 

What have you done dnring the past year ' Cast 
up your balances. Arc they on the debit or credit 
side? Have you exerted your talents to the utmost 
and measured your ability to the full limit of en- 
ergy for the betterment of the racef If not, why 
notf You can do better. See that the Blade gets 



In the name of a cautious, statistical Christ.' 



and could not this sentiment have found its origin 
n. the very conditions existing among the various 
avv, , nations fm- the disbursement of charity with 
which the author came in contact I 

One may find both truth and poetry it 
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h has for its principal business the dis- 
if charity upon an organised plan, but 
what its workings are conducted upon a sordid 
business basis. Tb. y must needs prepare estim.it - 
in advance of the year's work, figures and statistics 
are compiled in order to show the confiding and un- 
suspicious public what must be done in the name of 
O'Reilly 'i '■cautious" Christ that reputation may 
be maintained and the industry protected from 
criticism. p>ery application lor alms made to 
theM organised societies must go through unneces- 
sary BirOUmloeution an. I red tape that the term 

"scrimped and iced" is exceedingly and not too 
excessively appropriate. Its officers, while prob- 
ably engaged in a worthy cause to relieve as m ich 
of human distress and suffering as possible, do DOl 
seem to realize that they are merely giving relief 
and cannot possibly effect a cure. If humanity is 
tick a cure is needed. Organised charity is an 
altogether improper treatment. Did justice prevail 
charity could be dispensed with for ever. Diduus- 
fdk charity would become unnecessary 
Accepting this view of the situation we are in a 
better position to study the aggravating ease that 
I, as some to light in the report made by the officers, 
for the year just closed, of the New York AsS0chi< 
1m.ii for Improving the Conditions of the Poor. It 
shows an army of limb-priced, high-salaried agents 
and officer* who make a fat living in the very name 
of charity, showing that the money so freely given 
that the poor of New York might be relieved of 
Buffering, is diverted from the channels for which 
it i^ given ami finds its way into other pockets ami 
devoted to other purposes. That report should la- 
the death of tie- SSSOCation, and yet, hOW many of 
the donors will ever examine the account and ascer- 
tain just what is being .b.ne with the money they 

give) The report shows that during 190G the asso- 
ciation distributed, in charity, the sum of :j;9;i,3O0 
and that its expenses amounted to $111,0U0. In 
other words it cost the association more to dispense 
charity than the amount of charity it actually dis- 
■penaed. It shows that 1304,600 was collected by 
Hi. association last year and that only $93,500 of 
that sum actually went to charity while a much 
larger SUSa was distributed among the officers and 
agents, It cost 1111,000 to distribute *!>3,500. 

To the Blade, in face of such a report, it seems 
that the association is underwriting tin? conscience 
of those who contribute to its funds. They can 
refer applicants to the secretary, but that official, 
after (irst drawing his own salary, can unwind red 
tape ami then do as he pleases about giving help. 

I rofessiona] philanthropists are continually prat- 
ing about indiacrimnatc alms giving and it seems 
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The Blade does doI understand why it should cos 

-uch an enormous sum of money to distribute 

108,000. lla.l the association disbursed millions 

instead of thousands it could have been done for 
much less money. To say that it cost 1111,000 to 
distribute a less sum among the unfortunate poor 
looks like a reckless extravagance which ought to 
be (becked. 

Of curse, the money is collected iii the name of 

Chris! but it is dished out in the name of the agent. 
Religion, that is the Christian religion, claims the 
credit for giving away $98,600 and it must face 
the see using charge of having deliberately squan- 
dered $111,000 Of other people's money. Well, in- 
deed, did O'Reilly write,' 

"Organised charity, scrimped and iced, 
Iii the name of a cautious, statistical Christ." 
• • • • 

CHISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. 

No greater fallacy has ever been laid before the 
thinking world, no false claim ever asserted with 
lUCh brazen effrontery, no SUCh deliberate, premedi- 
tated attempt to appropriate the (.dory of the race 
with the intent tO defraud and convert to their own 
use and benefit, than that made by the Christian 
world to the effect that the religion of Christ is the 
one, dominating factor i;i all our progress, our 

civilisation. 

Did the Christian people ever pause long enough 



or gods. 

Necessity was, with him, the mother of every in- 
vention and from the small beginnings of the dark 
and ignorant past his upward mnrch can be clearly 
and definitely traced, marked in clear profile, step 
by step into the present. Just as humanity must 
be judged by its results so must all religious of 
whatsoever name be judged by what it has pro- 
duced and what it is capable of producing. The 
only new idea brought into the world as a direct 
result of Christian teaching is that of a hell of fire 
for no other religion can boast of such an atrocious 
place of torment. Its crucified Christ is but a copy, 
a mere imitation. Its life after death and hope of 

immortality was taken from pre existing cults. 
Its spiritualism is clearly and essentally Ascetic 
and was taught long before it saw the light of 
day. There is nothing, but hell, that is original in 
the . ntire scheme of Christianity, and it is welcome 
to keep that for no other cult is desirous of claim- 
ing credit for it. 

By the aid of our imagination let us penetrate the 
past. Here we iiud man a savage. He kuew noth- 
ing, had nothing and hardly knew enough to clothe 
himself. In fact he was naked and he was not 
ashamed. He was compelled to fight against all na- 
ture for subsistence and existence. He had no 
weapons, no tools, no implements of domestic use. 
At last he invented a bow and arrow and weapons 
of iron and stone. These put him upon more than 
equal terms with bird and beast. They gave him an 
increased power and authority over all animate 
and inanimate nature. He could bring down the 
eagle from its lofty flight and lay it in death agony 
at his feet. The lion was at his mercy and he be- 
came king over the wilderness he called home. The 
invention of tools and weapons made him monarch 
of all be saw but he was still a prey to the elements 
and he held in awe all he saw but could not un- 
derstand. This was the first great invventiou made 
by man and god had no hand in the step forward. 
Indeed, god was not thought of. 

The next, and perhaps the greatest in 
the age, was wdien man discovered fire, and the 
use to which t could be put. From t he soon learn- 
ed the art of cooking his food and iu this act man 
took the first great step which marked a forward 
movement) clearly separating him from the beast. 
With one mighty stride man had undertaken 
Illation's long and tiresome march. It was the 
first line of clear demarcation for he no longer ate 
his food raw. He could better protect himself 
against the rigors of winter and civilization took 
another great forward move. 

ivven wth this man was still a savage and a sa 
age he remained unj,il he learned and acquiri 
the art of agriculture, inducing the earth to gi' 
li i 111 a harvest of useful and needful provender. He 
had not vegetable food save the natural roots of 
trees, leaves and fruits that grew wild about him, 
Agriculture soon induced an exchange of commo- 
dities and man began to learn the art of trade 
from which has 
with its intricacy and ramification of detail. The 
Christian religion had no part whatever in any of 
those umlcrlakngs and its very existence is but 
an incident in the history of the race, important 
perhaps, because of its cruelties and butcheries. 

Thus, the invention of the bow and arrow, tlu 
invention of fire, and the development of agricul- 
ture, are at the base of all civilizing growth and 
from these humble beginnings has come our mod- 
ern, mammon-serving age. If Christianity has done 
aught to civilization at all its has been to subvert 
it from its legitimate channels, as a benefactor to all 
men, and to appropriate to its own use and benefit, 
by deliberate theft, whatever benefits have resulted 
therefrom. Christianity has been the cuckoo of all 
progress, stealing what another has made and 
claiming all its own. 

CONVERTED AT NINETY-FIVE. 

The caption of this article is being employed by 
the religious press SS an attractive headline for the 
purpose of informing. the believers in the faith con- 
cerning the wonderful prowess of Rev. Chas. H. 
Elder, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
at Trenton, X. J., in winning to Christ from a 
long life in infidelity, one Adam s WO p e , of that 
city, at the advance age of ninety-five years. Of 
course, Both an artiele is given prominence in the 
Christian Herald, published at New York, and as 
the big gander has squawked thusly, all other fool- 
ish geese are expected to keep it up. 

The story as told of Mr. Swope's conversion is 
not even interesting. It has the same old ear- 
marks of all similar stories. It may be true and it 
may be false, the chanceB being fairly in favor of 



more dollars Into the treasury. We have hundreds 
of similar stories and they all look alike. There 

is i eloet family resemblance between them, sug- 
gestive of a very (dose relationship, their sire being 
Satan and their dam Ambition. 

But is it strange that a man, after reaching the 
age of ninety-five years, besieged by wife and child- 
ren, augmented by praying professors of religion, 

should yield at the last moment? Is it strange that 
the brain being wearied and fatigued, worn out and 
incapable, added to which are the ravages of sick- 
ness and disease, should induce the lips to mutter 
itnt reponse to Christian prayers, especially 
when those prayers are given loud enough for him 
to hear by those whom he held most dear and sa- 
cred in life? The very artiele in question deals a 
blow at its own sincerity for it incautiously ad- 
mits that "shortly after his conversion Mr. Swope 
was suddenly taken sick and died." If the truth 
could be known, and that seems impossible under 
the circumstances, Mr. Swope was "sick" when 
his , .inversion took place, and possibly might have 
'died'' when the announcement was made that - 
he had been converted in order to pacify the re- 
ligious hopes and aspirations of the preacher and 
the converted man's relatives. 

The argument of infidel conversion, however, 
even when taken at its best, is a poor one for the 
eaifte of Christ. In Mr. Swope's case it seems that 
they could not convert him while he was in pos- 
session of all his mental faculties, capable of reason- 
ing and thinking, while he was in his health and 
prime, but they must take advantage of him when 
the grave had opened its portals to receive him, old 
age weakened his intellect and he had become but 
a child again. The Christian world seems to for- 
get that every Freethinker today, and in the past, 
is really a convert from Christianity and that their 
conversion was the result of an intellectual effort 
and not from a weakened mentality. All such ar- 
guments really belong to pathology and have no 
place in the realm of religious or non-religious 
thought. 

In any event, The Blade did not know Mr. Swope. 
We never heard of him before. If he had been a 
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that line. So far as we know he was not a sub- 
scriber to any Freethought publication. He might 
be on other subscription lists, but he is not on that 
of The Blade. He might have been an infidel and 
he might not have been. But the church is welcome 
to all it can get out of the incident as providing 
that, after all, the Christian religion is fit only for 
children and mental cripples. 

■ ^'■Prance and tub-pope. 

Premilr Clemenceau of the French Republic has 
declared* that if the Vatican wants war with 
France the Vatican can have it, but the world will 
understand. 

The Vatican, through its pope, has issued another 
encyclical to the French bishops urging them to 
resist to the utmost the Separation law and refuse 
to conform to its requirements. 

On its face this looks like war. It may not be, 
but it might. Save for the disaster it may bring 
to the French people, every Freethinker could af- 
ford to say "Sic 'em" for in the end we know it 
would be the total elimination of church influences 
in France. War between the clergy and the 
French people would mean harm to the clergy for 
the people, when fully aroused, would exterminate 
the clergy, banish them altogether. The effect of 
sueh a struggle upon other Christian nations would 
be worse for the church for it wolld be aa a 
flame, starting gently at first, but fanned by passion 
into a burning fire in which the church would be 
totally consumed. Italy and Spain would soon fol- 
low suit and the 1'ope would be without a country 
and a home. 

The latest card from the Pope cannot exert any 
influence for good. It will have the effect of rous- 
ing the government of France to even a greater 
determination, proving to the leaders that their 
course was right, and with the clergy encouraged 
by the Vatican to resist, the strife could only re- 
sult in disaster. Of course Mr. Pope may try to 
bring other nations into the maelstrom, but other 
nations will fight shy of Mr. Pops and he must be 
made to take his medicine even as his predecessors 
administered medicine of their manufacture to un- 
willing subjects. The Blade is pleased that the 
1'ope has seen fit to write his latest address. It 
demonstrates the fanatical frenzy of the church. 
It makes prominent its weakness and chargrin. To 
lose a foothold in Fram e means disruption. 

And why should not the clergy evacuate when 
they are not wanted and undesired? To be Christ- 
like they should depart from France and shake 
the dust from their feet. Priestlike, they desire 
to force by conflict their presence upon an un- 
willing people. The Blade hopes there will not be 
war. Armed resistance can do no good. The Pope 
has been ill-advised to say the least, or he has acted 
foolishly. The Vatican did not own France, al- 
though it might have believed that it did. If it 
entertained such an opinion it has been disabused 
of that notion now. The Pope is certainly bring- 
ing religion into polities with a vengeance and this, 
in itself, means much good. To be in politics secret- 
ly is bad for the people for then they become the 
victims of religious jntrigue. To be in politics open- 
ly is better for then the people kuow and they can 
think and act accordingly. By encouraging politi- 
cal discussion a greater and keener intellect ia 
brought to bear upon the political business of the 
country, it increases the strength of the nation and 
induces a quickened political activity. 

With the French people the old theological spirit 
has flickered out. The influence of the clergy has 
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gone mid a greater toleration exists by rea- 
son thereof. If the church remain* unwilling 
tn submit to the new order of things, then the 

stank must ;i pt the sonsequenees raefa refusal 

must entail and they will fall upon their own head. 
The ligni point to do conciliatory movement on the 
part of the government, bo matter how much the 
shnreh may desire it. Cleineneeau, and his cabinet, 

have spoken and their edid lias been heard by the 
church all over the world. Let the ebureh heed. 

WORKING ON A COLD TRAIL. 

Upon the principle of the Pharisee who entertain- 
ed the notion that ail mankind was steeped in sin 

and Iniquity with himself as the only righteous 
exception, and then is said to have thanked 
Lord that be was DOl like other men. Dr. W. Ifon- 
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MRS. HENRY'S MOTHER DEAD. 

Another noble life has come t<i an end anil the 
cause of Human Freedom loses another friend. 

This time the Grim Reaper laid his scythe against 
Mrs. .Mary K. Williamson, the bclove.l ther of 

that devoted champion of human rights, Mrs. Jose- 
phine K. Henry, alter a long 
Our readers can now understand the terrific strain 
that has been laiil upon Mrs. Henry and why her 

pen has I n silent so long. 

Mrs. Williamson was just past 84 
wh. li the Ion- sleep of ilcath fell upon her. She 
was born in Hull, the great port on the River llum- 

ber, on ti est coast of England, on tin; 22ml day 

of January, 1822. She died at the home of her 
distinguished daughter in Versailles, Ky., on Jan- 
uary 25th, of the p r ese n t year. The deceased WM 
a staunch and true Freethinker and came tc 



grapheme from the social sin by an OTer-indolgonee 
with their gentlemen employers, ami. seeks to play 
grandfather to the younir women of the day, in 
just a general way. 

It is not necessary. peraps. to cast the least 
doubt upon either the motives or the honesty of 
the reverend gentleman merely because in bis zeal 
for womanly chastity he has fathered a rather hys- 
terical onslaught upon the employers of girl steno- 
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average business or professional man is not as jeal- 
ous of the honor and reputation of his women 
clerks and stenographers as the doctor himself. 

The capable business woini f today, the broad 

woman, the liberal woman, the progressive woman, 
has, in measure, to thank the business and profes- 
sional men for being honorable, appreciative ano 
of young women who have 
Strom in a desirable effort 
support. 
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wn fact that there is more honor, 
chastity and real virtue among ten thousand type- 
writer girls and stenographers than Dr. Gcer could 
find in a score of so-called society women. As a 
class the former are moral anil are not easily 
tempted. This puts them where they are. Of course 
the preacher must find a fad and when one fad 
dies out another must be found or the 
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played agaiist old-timers, this modern dollar who 
parts his name on the side and his hail- in the middle 
should try other and more fruitful fleldfl of labor. 

Vherc is a possibility thai the cry "soeiet* is 
rotten" has moved him to attemnl the manufac- 
ture of a name with something like a reputation 
behind it, but we have to remind him that the type- 
writer girls do not constitute "society." On the 
contrary they are as far above that coterie o* un- 
clean harpies as the stars above a toy baloon. Com- 
pared with our kihmuI set" the typewriter srirl 
is as pure as the polar SHOWS, »elf-poiaed arid self- 
controlled. 

S> • * e 
JUST A BIT PERSONAL 

There is nothing to gain by making promises 
which are not intended to be "Kept and we have 
studiously tried to fulfill every promise made to 
our readers. Many know the difficulties under 
which we labor. Our time does not belong to us 
and we are not able to five it absolutely to The 
Blade. We have no help upon which to depend in 
an emergency and it is a clear case of push. 

In this week's issue will he found two letters 
asking about the delay in the publication of The 
Blade and surmising that it might be the fault of 
the mail authorities. Candidly, it is our own mis- 
fortune. We have never been able to get caught 
up, but if human power can do it we shall be up 
to the proper date by the time the Paine Memorial 
Issue is published and then we can keep it up. The 
truth is that owing to unprecedented rainfall in this 
section of the country, we have been confined to 
our bed with sickness and unable to do anything 
Just as we were about caught up after removal, 
this sickness overtook us and held us back. Sick 
men cannot put much force in their writings and 
with this explanation we trust our readers will in- 
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cy were subjected by the English Church because 
ey were pronounced admirers of Thomas Paine. 
In this may be found a notable historical fact, 
proves the power of pcrsccut ion to intensify 
ills thought rather than to subdue or destroy. 
Paine meetings were held at that English home 
whereat the Age of Reason ami the Bights of Man 
were thoroughly ventilated and discussed. Edu- 
cated men and women were accustomed to gather 
at the home of tin- Kirby's and Mrs. Williamson, 
their daughter, under their guidance became a 
highly educated woman. The English Church 
learned of these meetings and organized a cause 
of persistent tyranny and persecution that the 

Kirby's emigrated to the New World which Thom- 
as Paine had made ami brought their daughter 
with them when she was but little more than ten 
years of age. 

During her active life Mrs. Williamson kept in 
close touch with the world's progressive thought. 
She was well versed with all FVeethoUght subjects 
and believed that the salvation of the race depend- 
ed upon the ultimate triumph of rationalism. She 
was an ardent admirer of all the leading rational- 
ists of Europe and America. She was a student of 
Haeehel, Bueehner, Foote, Bradlaugh, Watts, Lady 
Florence Dixie, Ingersoll, Charles C. Moore and Dr. 
•I. B. Wilson. 

All who knew her can say with implicit, truth 
that she was a noble and true friend of all man- 
kind and her beloved daughter. Mrs. Henry, can 
say that she was a devoted mother. She was an 
avowed Agnostic and faced death with a courage 
that was sublime and a resignation that was beau- 
tiful to contemplate. No fears of a Christian hell 
could ever torture that true heart. It was her per- 
sonal request that her death be given publication 
in the Blade and she asked that upon her tomb- 
stone the following inscription should be carved: 

MARY K. WILLIAMSON 
1822 
1907 



CRUSHING 

REPLY TO FANATIC 



Unbelievers Are Only Trained 
Criminals and Gets Solar 
Plexus From San Fran- 



(BY A. A. BELL.) 
Dr. H. C. Minton, professor of 
neology in the San Anselmo Semi- 
lary, in a lecture delivered at the first 
•resbyterian Church at Berkley, de- 
lared that "educated unbelievers are 
inly trained criminals." The append- 
ed crushing reply is from the San 
Francisco Evening Post: 

1. In the creed of the bigot an un- 
bsttevsr is one who does not agree 
with him. "Unbelieving dogs" is the 
appellation which ti;e Mohammedan 



Belief In its most rational ac- 
ceptation is the conclusion of the 
mind, based upon evidence. Unbelief 
is referable to the want of evidence. 
There is, therefore, no merit in belief, 
■ demerit In unbelief, unless tjie mind 
is accepted Insufficient evidence to 
itablish the one, or refused reason- 
tie evidence in arriving at the oppo- 
te stste. if belief is merely the sub- 
ject of the will, tiien creeds are not 
founded In truth, but are merely the 
result of a consenting mental attitude 
•hich may be chi.sen or dismissed by 
le mind as the voluntary act of the 
ill. 

3. The acceptance of the view that 
belief is a subject of the will degrades 
he body of religious doctrine from 
:he profound and conscious convic- 
tions of the mind and reason. Un- 
the religious as well as other con- 
victions of the mind flow from rSMca 
and conscience, they are merely the 
result of mental caprice and may lie 



OOBUHM observation of men who hav« 
had a large experience and ;i broad 
contact with their fellows, th re are 
no marked differences betwees 
standards of human duty adheres! 
by the believing or unbi lieving 
classes of citizens. 

7. Essentially criminal nai 
such despite tnc creeds to which they 
yield credence. Penologists h 
er been able to correlate the criminal 
tendencies in the mind with the re- 
ligious beliefs of the same mind. Not 
one per cent of those who die up. n the 
scaffold could be classed as unbeliSv- 
Nearly. if not quite, all prove 
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fait lis of the time. 

The declaration, therefor", of Dr. 
Mluton that "educated unbelievers ' 
only trained criminals" must pro- 
ceed from a spirit of intolerance and 
an inherent attribute of bigotry. It Is 
a declaration that unbellei in its es- 
sence is criminal, and that education 
inly enlarges and energizes its crlnii- 
lality. All the facia derived from the 
observation of the students of penol- 
ogy proclaim tiM tallacy of this con- 
clusion. 

I think the above Is a complete re- 
ply lo the assertion of Prof. Minton, 
and that it ought to be published in 
every liberal paper In the United 
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Shelley, 

the |>oet, was noted for his virtue. 
Gibbon, the great Historian, was the 
idol of society! Adam Smith, author 
of the ' Wealth of Nations.' declared 
t.iat Hume, the historian and philoso- 
pher, was as nearly perfect as t 



Socrates of England, was I 
man and one who eschi 
Cliard, the philanthropist, was noted 
for his benevolence. Washington, 
Jefferscn and Lincoln, unbelievers in 
Christianity, were not "Educated 
Criminals." Some of the most noted 
writers and philosophers of the pres- 
ent day, althougn educated unbelievers 
are not criminals, and to make such 
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the Paine issue, we would advise that they SS 
their orders tit once. Single copies will DC sent to 
any address lor live cents, six copies for twenty- 
five cents. 



I do not know 
Do you? 

Here the power of orthodoxy to intimidate or 
terrify was a failure. Here was a courage that 
transcends the sublime. Self-poised as a star and 
pure as the polar snows, her death and burial was 
a distinct triumph over superstition 

Mrs. Williamson is survived by one sister, Mrs. 

-lane Fuller ..f Versailles, Kj.; and three daugh- 
ters, the latter being our own Mrs. Josephine K. 
Henry, Mrs. Mary A. Corcoran and Mrs. Virginia 
HacBride, the two latter of New York City. She 
was buried at Newport, Ky., her funeral address 
being delivered by Dr. .1. B. Wilson 
- • • • • 

OPINONS OF THOMAS PAINEE 

BY WORLD'S GREATEST 
His Character Shown, 

"I lodge with my friend Paine; we breakfast, 
.line ami sup together. The more I see of his inter- 
ior, the more I like and respect him. I can not ex- 
press how kind he has been to me; there is a sim- 
plicity of manner; a goodness of heart, and a 
Strength of mind in him that I never knew a man 
to possess. "-Lord Fitzgerald. 

Prophet of American Destiny. 

"Paine, like Defoe, was the personation of Eng- 
lish con n sense. ■ • Paine was the Prophet 

of American Destiny— the great Pamphleteer of its 
Independence. * * He was the Thinker for the 
People. He found out the obvious thoughts of the 
period, and showed them to the nation and created 
those which were wanting. • • Paine 's merit: 



rTS anything, 
then the stake was a proper remedy 
for heresy. The heretical conclusions 
of the mind were not the result of 
honest conviction, superinduced by 
evidence which justified itself to the 
reason of men, but the voluntarily 
aseunml attitude of hostility towards 
the prevailing faith of the time. 
Heresy was therefore a voluntary 
offence, and not the exercise of either 
religious conscience or faith. The be- 
lief and opinions which are born of 
hearing and determination are in 
very truth the only real beliefs of man- 
kind. Whatever Is merely assented 
to by the will, unfounded on the con- 
clusions of the mind based upon the 
systematic reasoning toward such con- 
clusions, cannot in justice be caarac. 

may be toleration, It may be hypocri- 
sy, but has no place in the convictions 
or the Judgments of men. 

4. Since It is clear that belief is the 
result of evidence, it would ne Interest- 
ing to know whom Dr. Minton charac- 



slander, which 
gbakespears labels "the foulest whelp 

Professor Tyndall seems to have 
had In his mind such "gladiators of the 
pulpit" as the Kev. Dr. Minton when 
he said as published in "Fragments 
of Science:' 

"It may comfort some to know that 
there are. ninny among us whom the 
gladiators of the pulpit would call 
Atheists and Materialists, whose lives, 
nevertheless, as tested by any accessi- 
ble st'andard of morality, would con- 
trast more than favorably with the 
lives of those who seek to stamp thein 
with an offensive brand. When 1 say 
•offensive,' I refer simply to the Inten- 
tion of those who use such terms, and 



Count Tolstoi has written a letter to 
Paul Sabiler, apropos of the latter's 
rereni book on the disestablishment 
of (he c.uiroh In France, In which the 
run. ei- liasslan author predicts the 
possible reduction of all the Christian 
countries of the west to a state of 
vassalage to the Japanese and Orien- 
tal peoples. He bases his predictions 
on the ground that it is only in the 
Ori.nt that religion and patriotism 



e synonymous. 
In this letter Count To! 
his old. time vigor of style and dear- 
is of ideas. He says, in part: 
tti lUdOa is truth and goodness, the 
church falsehood and evil. I tell you 
frnti U] I cannot agree with those who 
ieuere 'he church Is an organization 
SCltapeasibtS to religion. The church 
ias ever been a lying Institution 
irtilch, in seeking for temporal arf- 
antages, has perverted and distorted 
the true Christian doctrine. All the 
concordats have been for it, nothing 
but comparts with the state whereby 
c.urch supported the state in re- 
turn for material advantage*. 
"Christianity has ever been simply 
Dretexj for the church. I may be 
M thai i here have been and still are 
i the Catholic world men and women 
of holy life, but I answer that these 
saintul Uvea are not due to the church 
but rattier in spite of the church. 
' In spite of all the efforts of church 
id state to unite the two principles 
ue Christianity (love, humility and 
ndnes8i, and that of the state 
iliysical force and violence), the con- 
adictlon has become in our time so 
igrant that a revolution Is bound to 

"Several symptoms prove this. First, 
le religious movement Is not confin- 
ed to France, but exists in all Chris- 
tlan countries: second, the revolution 
Russia; third. Ike extraordinary 

•in, in China and especially in Ja- 
. The present movement which is 
tolas OB, not only In Catholic coun- 
tries, but in the whole world is, I be- 
lieve, nothing but the unrest accom- 
panying the exit from the dilemma." 
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WAR! 

The Elgin and 
Co.'s. have indirectly declared war on 
John C. Dueber, of the Hampden 
Co., and smaller compatltors. 
By continually reducing prices they 
"iope to drive out competitors or force 
hem Into a Trust. But John C, 
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has in his mind 
whom he applit 
his opinion, when they are educated 
become criminals. An Intimation of J 
the cluss to whom the doctor refers Is j 
found in subsequent statements in the j 
same address. He says: "Our schools: 
omit Christ and the Bible." The un-j 
believers referred to, then, must be j 
those who do not agree with the pre- 
vailing orthodox faith of the time, and I 
this Is the class who fall under the 
condemnation of Dr. Minton and who. 
when educated, become "only trained 



lions ventilated in the columns ot re 
ligious newspapers, has any partirulai 
offensiveness for me. If [ wished to 
find men who are scrupulous in their 
adherence to engagements, whose 
words are their bond, and to whom 
moral shiftiness or any kind is sub- 
jectively unknown. If I wanted a lov- 
ing father, a faithful husband, an hon- 
orable neighbor, and a just citizen — I 
should seek him. and find him among 
the band of Atheists to whom I refer." 



5. An examination of the prisons 
of California, made by a commission 
appointed by the governor of the 
state, disclosed the fact that ninety 
per cent of the criminals of the state 
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trail of darkened superstition to sublime Reason's 
glorious heights and there planted the flag of hu- 
man liberty. Praise him, ye hosts, and magnify his 
name forever. 
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tbMUgh. The man who was the confidant of Burke, 
(before the Unhappy day when Barks 's reason fail- 
ed him. i the counsellor of Franklin, and the friend 
and colleague of Washington, must have great 
qualities. • * If Paine was coarse, he had ca- 
pacity and Integrity; if the oak was gnarled, it had 
Strength il the ore was rough, there was gold in 
it. • • Let tts do justice to him."— George 

Jacob Holyoehe. 
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TOLSTOI 

DENOUNCES CHURCH 



And Declares It To Be An Institution 
Of Lies and Full of Evil— Predicts 
Other Countries Will Follow 
Example Set By France. 



(News Clipping.) 
lispatches from Paris 
newspapers state t 



ployes Union Labor 
join ti.em in their nefarious scheme. 
He promptly meets all reductions 
male by the ol ler companies, until 
now watches are actually sold far be- 
low value. Note the lastest quotations: 
23 jeweled "Sp'l. Ry." »26; "New Ry." 
23 jwl's. $20; "John Hancock," 21 
jewels, $10.60, or "Dueber W. Co.," 21 
jewels, only $15. Above all in silver- 
ine screw case prepaid, in 20-yea 
gold-filled case, $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass R'y Inspectors. 

The 17 jeweled nampden, adjusted, 
$8; 1? jeweled, not adjusted. $7: 15 
jeweled, $C; . jeweied, ♦4.50. In 20- 
year gold-filled case $3 more, all pre- 
paid with guarantee. Buy now! When 
this war is over you will pay 30 per 

WHEN IN SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

Engagement Ring, Diamond Button 
Locket or Pin, don't you wish |*Hi 
could currectly judge quality an. 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 
save 30 per cent or the dealers' 

This you can do If will confide In 
ard order of me. I am an expert, se- 
lect Diamonds with great care from 
largest stock in Cnicago, get lowest 
trade prices and best cash discounts. 
For my time and wo.k; for giving 
you the benefit of my 40 years' ex- 
peri' nee as a diamond merchant, I 

pets with me. 

Send for price lists f Watchua. "HCft 
listed here, CUins. Jewejf>, Rings 
Silver and V'.Uad. 'Ware, Optical 
Hoods, Ingers Spoons, F. T. Badges 
and My Tract, "Theism in the Cruci- 
ble," free. 

OTTO WETTSEIN, 
LaGrange, Cook Co., III. 
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lawful path. th 

s is another nail in the religions 
t truth it demonstrates is another 
argument against God. These are serious ilays for 
creeds and we might ask what the preachers are 
going to do ahgut it? The Christian religion being 

horn behind the war elub ami developed with the 

criminal Bode should he referred to the BfcgUe. 
peace tribunal for settlement. The more a iiiiin 
knows the more he doubts and an e x a m i n a tion into 

the origin and development of religion si','iis the 

death warrant of dogmatism and makes us tolerant 
of the ideas of others. 



or gi 

being has ever set eyes upon the light of day than 
the intho*4Mro of the American Declaration of In- 
dependence. From the ashes of defeat Liberty 
arose, grand ami sublime, like a new Phoenix, at 
his bidding. At his command it wus taken from 
the power of a crackdmiined king to oppress the 
new tuition. While brave men wept tears of grim 
despair he stirred their hearts to deeds of greater 
daring and urged on the fainting legions of the rev- 



sense unquestioning believers; yet 
they were criminals. They wefe SB- 
educated believers, ami therefore un-j 
trained criminals, according to the 
standards of Dr. .Minton; but they 



religious conclusions of the criminal 
and non-criminal classes, and this 
statement cannot be controverted by j 
the testimony of the criminals them- 
selves. Durrant, "the criminal of thej 
century," was a believer, but his 
crimes did not tlow from his belief any j 
more than the crime of any other crint- 1 
inal flows from his unbelter. 
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unbelievers, and yet in all the history 
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I light to share with Washington the glory of the 
| new world, this petted child of the world's old age. 



Jew ever sentenced to the gallowa In 
this country. Pagan Japan has never 
been cursed with the brigandage 
which has afflicted believing Italy and 
Spain. Personal and national honor 
among the adherents to the doctrines 



GEATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS O* 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE 18 EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity teaches these groat discoveries through IU 
organ, "The Truth About tied." which it publisher monthly, and its school, 
"The Central Kansas Business College," which teaches Stenography, Type- 
writing. Bookkeeping. Commercial Arithmetic, Penmanship, and Spelling 
snd "The Truth About God" In s general course of study giver by the te* 
porary International instructor for the chi rch. 

The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBERS. It wtnts 900 more to formal!, 
organize and incorporate. The first thousand members will be th« founder* 
snd organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from the idolatry of worship 
lug a dead man named Jeaus an." a myth named God, you should Join this 
Church snd it vlll aid you tn freeing them, and In saving your posterity 
from becoming Idolaters by teaching them The Truth About Cod. 

Write to VV. H. KERR. 2210 Broadway. Great Bend. Kan., for blank ap- 
plication for memberahli Information about the college, sad tens as eemta 
for a t* # *'" -wn-criiXkSL to the "TRUTH ABOUT OOl ." Do It a*w 
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(Continued Frc 



mrough Europe without the trouble 
and expense of going. 

Is he not about the first real Amerl 
can who ras crossed the pond and 
showed us what he really saw. and 
what things are over there. 

Mark Twain did pretty well, but he 
was too funny to be vivacious. This 
book gives us the truth of a photo, 
with the wit and humor of a cartoon. 

Most people go to Europe out of love 
for its traditions. Dr. Wilson was 
sent to report on those conditions and 
the best of a world they haw made; 
and he has done that as none other 
ever did. As President Roosevelt 
would say. "Nuff sed." Read that book. 
Letter From M. Ezekiel. the Noted 
Sculptor. 

My Dear Doctor Wilson: 

Your fine book. "A Trip to Rome," 
has given me very great pleasure by 
its frank, open and acute observations 
of Roman conditions of today. 

Emlnio Trollo. Podrecca and De Da- 
sis are all very much interested in 
your book and each will review It. 
They send you many congratulations 
and good wishes in which I Join most 
heartily. Yours very sincerely, ■ 

M. EZEKIEL. 
A Fitting Monument. 

Mab'eton, Ga. 

Dr. J. B. Wilson: 

"A Trip to Rome" Is a grand and 
fitting monument to your eminent abil- 
ity as a prose and verse writer, and to 
your humanitarian interests In the 
wrongs of humanity. 

The historical record of the first In- 
ternational Freethought Congress is 
of equal importance, and the book as 
a whole, deserves to rank high among 
the Liberal classics. 

WILLIAM M. MARTIN. 
From L. F. Griawold. 

Meriden. Conn. 
Dr. J. B. Wilson. Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dear Sir.:— Your letter of the »th to 
my father received and in answer 
would say that he was greatly 
to hear from you. He receive< 
from Mrs. 3. K. Henry the same day 
and I don't believe you have any m di- 
cine In your chest that could have 
done him as much good, he was Just 
radiant, and as you know he is now 82 
years old and a line from old friends 
as you and Mrs. Henry, does him more 
good than all the medicine on earth. 

I suggested to my fatther If y 
could get out this work and ma 
profit enough so that you might make 
profit enougu si> thai ji.u might make 
the trip to the Holy Land and fa BOB 
up those people and their customs 
with that caustic pen of yours, what 
a work It would be. 

Mr. Moore in "Dog Fennel" was very 
amusiug. but we would like 
your description of that •Promised 
Land" in print. 

Speaking of your book, "A 
Rome,' we have enjoyed It vet 
I would get to reading it evenings 
long after my bed time and my wife 
would holler at me to come to bed 
and unwillingly I would have to break 
off, then she got interested and I fin- 
ally had to holler at her to cut it out 
GAL. THREE — BLADE .. .A6MFW 
and come to bed, so you see your 
efforts are appreciated down In old 
puritanical Connecticut, only We want 
more. 

My father's health is very good con- 
sidering his i'ge. and any time here- 
afte he is feeling blue I am going to 
ask you to prescribe tor him by just 
sending him a kindly line, and in con- 
clusion would say that anything in our 
power that we can do to help you in 
your work of getting out the- new edi- 
tion, we stand ready to our limit. 

Yours truly, 
L. F. GRISWOLD. 

Meriden. Conn. 



reports be true, was formed of seven 
devils not to say anything of that 
other Mary, who told the remarkable 
story of an over-shadowing by the 
Hoi) <;hoat and made it (the story 1 
mean! stick for 1900 years. 

I wish to ask in all seriousness Is 
the Bible the proper kind of litera- 
ture for a parent to put in the hands 
. t a growing daughter? Can you 
i elously do bo and say. my 
child search the scriptures, model 
your life and actions after the char- 
»cU - you find then? I read with In- 
the article headed "Angels Fear 
to 1 read" In the Issue of December 23 
and would like to know what the 
writer means. Taking the Bible as a 
gnld< which I suppose he does, as he 
sa>s he is a Christian what one of the 
ms has he announced to my 
minds put one if It were not for 

I analyse his answers In detail suffice 
It In m ever to say that Ills work is as 
contradictory as the book front whieh 
' he tinotee. 



GEOLOGY 

PUf$ GENESIS AWA\ 



When ReveJied Reli a >on Runs Agaeis 
Demonstrated Fact It Is the Reve 
lation Th£t Gets the Worst 



in WILLIAM COOPBR.J 
In a recent Issue of the Blade yOS 
■Willi III I .it the geological argu- 
ment and the strong lnlluence it 
gives in favor of Fre ethought, though 
comparatively few Freethinkers fol- 



Importanoc than may be allotted to 

these." 

Again, the whole scientific world 

county. Nebraska, and as their find Is 
of a quite recent date really within 
the last few months, there is little 
doubt but what we bto on the thresh- 




PREACHER 

JUMPS THE TRACK 



think 



thai I Bm ran up against my first ex- 
perience, by attending a lecture by a 
unlveisity profess, r. on ti.e Ice age. 
and as I was at that time a Sun. lay 
School teacher, my readers can 
Imagir.e the chaos it caused with 
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Bible Is Inaccurate and 
Teaches Every Conceivable Doc- 
trine and Is Full of Vice and 



ROMISH EDITOR 

(ConUnued From Page One! 



ACCOUNT OF CREATION 

IS UNSCIENTIFIC. 

(News Clipping.) 

l uder a Chicago date line the daily 
■antra have given the following inter- 
esting account of the publication of a 
new book on religious topics: 

CHICAGO. Jan. 4.— Rev. Dr. Win. 
C. Selleck, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Providence, R. L, has Just 
written a book. "The New Apprecia- 
tion of the Bible " in which he tears 
down many of the lancles of the ortho- 
dox C.iristians, lauds the higiier criti- 
cism, and presents a new view of the 
Bible's value. 

"By false nit thods of interpretation 
or the absence of all method," his 
book says, "the Bible has been made 
to teach Almost every conceivable doc- 
trine and to support many n terrible 
wlckedm m — slavery, polygamy and 
the snojection of woman- and the tap 
root of all these erroneous teachings 
and unholy sanctions has been the 

fallibility of the Scriptures. 

"When this Idea snail fade out of 
the popular mind, being replaced by 
the more valid conception, some of 
the perversions and absur.liti. ■ <f 
religious doctrine will pass away 
which have claimed, and still claim, 
their tens of thousands of adli'-ren; > 
some hoary superstitions and cruel- 
ties which have darkened our world 
will pass away." 

Dr. Selleck declares the Bible 
should be considered merely as a 

of ancient writings — not a single 
book, but a library of Gf. different 

K)kS." 

Dr. Selleck states also that the 
Bible is full of Inaccuracies, and that 
story of the creation Is nnscientllc 
n.ariy anything can be proved by 
Bible and that tne real authors 
of many of the books of the New and 
Old Testaments are u"kno— n. and 
that Christ was not quoted until a 
generation after his death 



fdjOOWry, as Mai not only an addi- 
tion to science, but I weakening of 
the Bonate account of the creation, 
on which the w.iole fabric of theol. gy 
Is built. aj 

I think It by far the strongest point 
In the argument of t'.ie Freethlnkt rs. 
and Its a pity Its rudiments and prin- 
ciples are not more widely known to 
,tr ..thmkets in general. The fore, s 

when once a willing student dcslvs 
to study same, and books both foi 

I student are to be had for a mere trifle 
the learner, and the more experienced 

1 Aaptatoa, publishers, of New York 
City, have a first class work, as a 
first book, published at one dollar, and 
there are ot,.ers in the market, but I 

'like ■■ nation's best, as well this Is, or 



A. A. Snow — Personal sickness has 
prevented supervision of the make-up 
and the matter you speak of has been 
Inadvertently omitted. Am now able 
to l.ok after It. 

W. 0, Daly— It is impossible to sen<t 
you the letter, or card, ordering the 
change of address for John Kaiser. It 
has been lost. You are probably cor- 
rect about the matter being a Chris- 
tian trick. 

I). Webster Qrab. — We deeply regret 
not having some word from you for 
t o Palna memorial Issue. Still we 
rannot help it and your advice Is gocd. 
your praise cheering. 

S, J. Durham— Glad to know of your . 



FOOLS 

GATHER AND WAIT 



or lha Coming of the Messiah an 
Receive Gift of New Tongues. 
Strange Antics of a New 
Religious Sect In Ohio. 



First Friends' Church Sunday, the 
auditorium was crowded to the doors 



ix.se for which they were institute 
T ■ pastor. Kev. J, Walter Mai. lie. 
enthusiastic ova? the results. 



News of the ousting of three defflOM 

from Mrs. Mary st< ugh baa eaaaed 
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Mt. Una. in regard to Its age as this 
Is a clear case of certainty, and is 
such a direct set-off against the Bibli- 
cal age cf the world, viz., li.uOO years. 

The eruptions of this v. loano nave 
been very regular, occurring about 
ence In every twenty-five years, tha 
general thickness of each eruption be 
ing about one toot, The total heigl^li 
being 11,000 feet, and all built up' of 
eruption matter it is an easy matter 
to get at t. c age of Una. There 3* a 
gi rge on cue side where the layers are 

asily coun'.d, and there are about 
3.000 feet c! lava layers laid bare, so 
uere we get cur clear estimate of the 
age of the volcano, as there must have 
been a nerlod of at least MfiMM years 
to build up what is in sight. 

This is the (Stlmate of Prof. J. Le 
Oottto, tha eminent geologist, who 
wri te the text b. ok from which these 
figures are culled. These facts then 
clearly s .ow that the Mosaic account 
of creation cannot hold its own, and 
Its the same whichever way we turn. 

Another pint It Is as well to mention 
in this anaaacttoa, is that Etna stands 
on what is really a recent strata of 
the earth's crust, this territory 



Emmet t .Toyner — It is the same old 
trick and thai game has been played 
for many years. It is high time to 
give it a rest. 

O. W. Hannigan— Thanks for en- 
aonracaroaart. Get married, my boy 
and wake up. 

Louis A. Manz— Your sentiments 
are absolutely true and if every good 
Freethinker would act accordingly. 

my. how mitc.i faster we would travel! 

a Amory Stevens— Many thanks 
for the articles. We shall put them 
:<> good use when an opportunity oc- 
curs. 

Mrs Henry Kaiser— It Is always 



Dr. L. S. 
throwing down the challenge, for 
there is not a priest or preacher in the 
land dare to take you up. 
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t encouraging that ha 
reached this office since we have bee 
at the helm. It does a man good. I 
receive such good cheer. Thanks. 



Howellsville. Pa.— Please find en- 
closed money for subscription for 
Blue Grass Blade. Please put me 
down for one copy of Mr. Moore's 



> atoa 



the i 



Nominated For Mayor. 

Lexington. Ky— After reading the 
sensible articles by our most worthy 
Dr. .1 R. Wilson. I was brave enough 
to wish, as I'd often wished before. 



and t 



If 1 



I hav< 



of base, vile woman, and Sampson's 
mistress bertayed him to the Pullls- 
tines. David's wife, the daughter of 
Saul, calls him a silly fool for dancing 
oefore the ark naked. In the presence 
of the women of Jerusalem. Solo- 
mon's wives made a pagan idiot of 
him in his old age. Jesslbel. the 
of King Ahab, used csmetlcs 



say in the government I'd have Dr. 
Wilson President. James E. Hughes 
Mayor of Lexington and Dr. Jouett, of 
this city. Health Officer. The time Is 
not far distant when men of brain and 
heart will be at the head of affairs. 
For the benefit of my own fattherless 
children I'm going to ask afaBa in 
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millions of years that have passed 
since this earth of ours forme.] Hsell 
by nebulous vapors and gases, estl 
mated by l»rd Kelvin, a well known 
eminent scientist at -too million years. 

Here then Is an argument, ■tralffl 
from the fountain head of science, and 
of suc'i a substantial nature, that no 
theological scheming can overthrow, 

Is the fart, that In the same univer- 
sity where these subjects are put be- 
fore the stud. tits, the same old dog- 
mas on ti.e Biblical account of crea- 
tion were doled out. and the result Is 
that there arc many turned out of our 
laadtai universities, either well on the 
way to become freethinkers or actu- 

a Harvard man. who had had his 
four years there, quite recently told 
me that few men left there fully be- 
lieving In Christianity. 

Prof. T. H Hurley, one of the fore- 
most men of science in the memory 
of those living, says regarding the 
argument of science and theology 
"My belief is, and long has been, that 
too Paataf aarhal story of the creation 



now gaining strength, she d dares. 

Two Akrcn ministers hive arrived 
in Cleveland with Miss It sa Adams 
an Akron girl who "speiks In nit- 
known tongues. Miss Adams says 
live devils vara east . ut of bar. She 
says she felt them tearing from h. it 



tongue, Malone said he believed ev. ry 
word s.<e said, although he could not 
understand the language. A Russian, 
who understands French and other 
foreign tongues, was at the moraiOl 
H n ices. He was unable to identify 
the language. Anna Cooper, one of 
the Akron revivallstts, spoke at va- 



to nave the gilt of tongues, while 
fylng Saturday night, said his tongue 
did. not like to speak English any 
more. Several spoke of having do 
mons driven from their bod lea. 

It was announced that the day of 
t. e Messiah was close at hand. Men 
and women who had thix;«yn them- 
selves at full length on the Jloor be- 
fore t*e altar were told to dnjss them- 



WHEN II* SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

Engagement Ring. Diamond Button 
Ixicket o r Pin. don't you wish v-mi 
could correctly judge quality an. 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 
save 30 per cent or toe dealers' 
profit? 

This yon can Jo If will confide fa 
ard order of me. 1 am an expert. se- 
lect Damoada with great care from 
lai-ffi si stoek In t itlcago. get lowest 
trade prices ami best cash discounts. 
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■ 40 ; 



for i 



rtaa 



ears' 
merchant. I 
will only c iargc yo i 5 per cent. No 
iew. ler or catalogue house can com- 
pete with me. 

Send for price lists f Watches, not 
listed here. CL.Mns, Jcwelrv, Rings 
Silver and Plated Ware, Optical 
Uooda, Ingera Tpooaa, f. t. Badges 
ind My Tract. "Theism | n the Crucl- 

OTIO WETTSEIN, 
LaGrange. Cook Co., III. 



METHODS t 
The Organization into a 



i) . .5 whatever awfm iSrtfl'wta ™iJ 
i ' K r«ecutgaa rellgiou. £d politicl 5 

5. By advocating equal rights and Justice to all- - 

gmae wnm.-n an equal voice In alt govern- 
ments] alTatr., and by all other practical and 
^l.yal ni,-thn,N, maintaining personal liberty, 

Inent mt..t reat 



We Do Job 
PRINTING 



THE BEST LINE; 




sloned addre 



waiting the diy. The jfj3^., MS i»nm|»©lb lUll-l**); 

romlaad la an Impai f=~^ ONLY LHttTOTHE v ' ' 
by the wife of the IfAMffl/S IfEALTHMSOBTS. 



"This does BOt mean, she cried 
"that the end of the world is at hand 
Ti:e signs cannot be wrong. They 
mean that Christ is coming to reign 
In the world. The day Is close at 
hand Prepare." 



having caused the murder of Nathan 
so her husband might get his vine- 
yard. Judith went as a prostitute to 
the tent of Holofernes w hose head she 
cut off when he was drunk and as» ep. 
Lastly Miriam, the wife of King 
Herod, made her .laughter ask fin- 
king for the head of John the llap'ist. 



> dis 



speak on you all on the role of man- 
kind who can't be lost — MRS SPEARS 



isppo 



I It to 



pot! 



)i-igln < 



Wants Good Reading. 

I.eesburg, tla.— Enclosed phase find 
three dollars, one dollar and |0 cents 
for renewal to Blade; one dollar and 

Mail Of Wison s Oration over Cap- 
tain Henry. Let balance g<«r for the 
good of the dear old Blade. Would 



found himself able t.. reconcile with 
his knowledge. o r what he thought 
was knowledge of the nature of 
flings, and therefore assumed to b* 
true. As such. I hold It to be not i 



Hook — MILTON HOOVER. 

Just Late: That's All. 

Birmingham, Ala.— What's the mat- 
ter with the Blade? Our weekly dose 
of religion did not come to hand Sun- 
day last. Write and let us wretched 
sinners know who is ho blame, you or 
our P. M. With many wishes for you 
sad tha Bad* '° boom. I am yours as 
a fellow sinner — LOUIS B. SHOEN- 
FIELD 

Wiahes a Happy Year. 

Rising Sun, Ind.— I send you $2.00 
for which you will continue to send 
the Blade for a year. I have neglect- j 
.d to send subscription when due, but j 
hope It Is not too late to do good. | 
Wishing the Blade the greatest suc-| 
eeaa Cad the editor a Happy New 
Year, in fact any and all good things 
which rightfully belong to an editor 
who edits a Freethought paper and 
doaa not have ti e whole freethought | 
patronage of the country. It seems ' 
that we all should do our little mite I 
and keep the work going on.— J. P. I 
HBMPHUJL 

From a Valued Friend. 

New York.- I have your two bun- 
dles of Blades of December 23, 1908. 
\- than are likely more than I shall; 
have an occasion to use should you 
avar find yourself short or any one 



lap- pa-Hug interest. The article by 

Bernard Bhaw oa the Personal God 
question and kindred religious thought 
Itaaraaaaf me as very practical and 
one of in,, strongest that I ever read. 



The Elgin and Waltham Watch 
Co.'s. have Indirectly declared war on 
John C. Dueber, of the Hampden 
Watch Co., and smaller competitors 
Ity continually reducing prices they 
hope to drive out competitors or force 
them into a Trust. But John C. 
many times a millionaire, who em 
ployes Union Labor only — will not 
join tiiem in their nefarious scheme 
He promptly meets all reductions 
male by the oiler companies, until 
now watches are actually sold far be- 
low value. Note the lastest quotations. 
-" jeweled "Sp'l. Ry." $20; "New Ry." 
.'3 jwl's. $20; "John Hancock," 21 
jewels, $10.50, or "Dueber W. Co.." 21 
jewels, only $15. Above all In silver- 
lne screw case prepaid. In 20-yea 
gold-filled case, $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass Ry Inspectors. 

The 17 jeweled nampden, adjusted 
$8; 17 jeweled, not adjusted, $7; 15 
jeweled, $0: 7 jeweied, ♦4.60. In 20- 
year gold -filled case $3 more, all pre- 
paid with guarantee. Buy now I When 
this war Is over you wil. pay 30 per 




UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

OK 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

>y 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 
or 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 
All order, promptly filled. 
Price, t copy 26c. 



ery i 



thai 



Lo 



wife 



• but : 



undoing, also Ixds daughter whose 
conduct was to say the least slightly 
Immodest. Then there was Petiphar's 
wife who tried to "make a date" with 
Joseph and Mary Magdaline, who, if 



sick as h— 1 ever since last August 
and Just now getting up and abl. fag 
read the Blade and it Is O. K., and I 
would not want to do without it If It 
cost two dollars— J. J. DURHAM 



ians. with whom the Israelites were 
In such frequent and Intimate com- 
munication— should consider It to pos- 
sess either more or less scientific 



Bernard lhaw exeapt as a notoriously 
disreputable dramatist and the very! 
last w ho Mi Old roach the high plane of j 
thought that the article In question 
proves.- 0. AMORY STEVENS. 



I CHICAGO GAVE DWELLERS 

Not for Preachers 

320 Pages, Cloth, Ci.00 

POSTPAID Sfl = 

A Story of the Underworld 
and (he Overworld 



Only i 



.,1 edit! 



ion of 

._ kable iook^M be 
pi inted. Each cope will be 
signed by Semm.be. Him- 
self and autoinatieally num- 
bered From l up. First 
orders in will get the low 
numbers in rotation except 
No. I, winch goes to Mrs. 
Sercombe. 
Address 



I.MORROW MAGAZINE, 

laahemwl i— u>J Tiw Ncwci.aiaduo, 



jo CENTS THE C OPY. Si A YEAR. 



